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January 2006 

Dear Friend, 

It’s hard to believe that we’re a third of the way through our season, which is proving to be a truly exciting one for the choir.  This newsletter gives details of the choir’s forthcoming concerts, and looks back at the highlights so far.

Autumn 2005

The season got off to a roaring start.  After only five weeks in to the season on 12th October, we had our first concert at St John’s Smith Square.  The choir worked incredibly hard to give an accomplished performance across a wide range of the musical spectrum.  The concert started with Palestrina’s Missa Brevis – a classic piece of its time.  This was followed by Parry’s Songs of Farewell.  The Songs of Farewell are a very emotional collection of songs, which build gradually throughout the collection to culminate in a piece for two choirs.

After the interval, we performed  Patterson’s Kyrie.  This is an unusual, challenging contemporary piece, where the music consists of not just of words but of sounds created by the choir, accompanied by a pianist and a percussionist, using the piano to play percussion!  It is a piece which is very hard to describe successfully – it really has to be heard to be believed.  

The concert concluded with Pizetti’s Messa di Requiem.  Although written in the 20th Century, this piece completed the cycle of the concert, maintaining it’s contemporary feel, with fairly contemporary, jazz-influenced harmony, but written in the style and form which would have felt familiar to  Palestrina.

After our October concert, our attention was focussed rather early on our Christmas concerts, but with very good reason.  Our first concert was our own one on 17th December at St Peter’s, Eaton Square.  Here we had the opportunity for a traditional Oriana Christmas performance, which was thoroughly enjoyed by both audience and choir.  The concert featured many traditional carols for the audience to join in, some other traditional music from the choir, including For Unto Us from Messiah, The Shepherd’s Farewell and In Dulci Jubilo.  In addition, we had the opportunity to air some seasonal Icelandic pieces, which we will take with us on tour, and two pieces written by Richard Allain, including the first performance of the beautiful Christ’s Love Song.  Richard had hoped to be a the concert, but regrettably this wasn’t possible.  However the choir were delighted to welcome Richard to our rehearsal in the afternoon.

On 21st December, we were honoured to perform at the Glory of Christmas concert organised by Raymond Gubbay, in the Royal Albert Hall.  The choir received a payment for this concert, which is a welcome boost to choir funds.  This is an achievement of which the choir is very proud – it is a tangible demonstration of the reputation the choir has developed.  The choir’s performance was of such a high standard that the immediate reaction from the organisers was that we will be invited to perform future concerts for Raymond Gubbay.  This is a testament to the work put in by David Drummond, the choir management team, and individual choir members.

2006
Looking ahead, 2006 is already hotting-up for the choir.  Our first concert will be Rossini’s Petite Messe Solennelle.  The venue for this concert is St Paul’s Church, Knightsbridge on 9th February.  This is a very exciting and entertaining work, and promises to be a memorable concert.  Tickets for this concert, priced £10 to £16 are now on sale.  As a Friend of Oriana, you are entitled to a 25% discount on all ticket sales.  Tickets can be ordered through me, either by

· Phone - 01442 258864 

· Post to 15 Ridgeway Close, Apsley, Hemel Hempstead, Herts HP3 9TB

· Email - andrew.j.anderson@btinternet.com
Tickets can either be paid for in advance and posted to you, or can be collected and paid for at the door.  The discount will not apply to tickets purchased at the door which have not been ordered in advance.

For Easter, it is extremely pleasing that we will be reuniting with Kensington Symphony Orchestra to perform Handel’s Messiah.  We will be doing two performances.  The first will be in Southwark Cathedral on Thursday 6th April – a very fitting location for such a piece.  The second performance will be on Saturday 8th April at Douai Abbey in Berkshire – a chance for the choir to enjoy a concert and a weekend away.  These concerts will mark David Drummond’s ten years with the choir.  Messiah was the first piece which David  conducted for the choir, so it is a fitting piece for us to be returning to.

May will be a very busy month.  On 18th May, we will be repeating the Songs of Slavery and Freedom concert we performed in Epping last summer.  The following weekend, we have been asked to perform at the opening of the Ashwell music festival in Hertfordshire.  The month will then close with our tour, which this year will be to Iceland.


The season will close with a concert on 29th June at St Martin-in-the-Fields.  Entitled Summer Serenade, it will feature music including Vaughan Williams’s beautiful Serenade to Music, Vivaldi’s Gloria and a chance to hear a performance of an Oriana commission.  This is I Sleep, but my heart is awake, a beautiful setting of some of the words from Song of Solomon and is written for solo soprano, saxophone, strings and choir.  The first performance was given by world-famous saxophonist John Harle, and we’re hoping he will be joining us again for this performance.  More details soon…

On behalf of the choir, thank you once again for your support, and we all wish you a happy and prosperous 2006.

Andrew Anderson

Friends Secretary

London Oriana Choir

